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Ex-state Sen. 
Sandoval to be 
arraigned Tuesday 


By JASON MEISNER 
AND JOE MAHR 


Former state Sen. Martin 
Sandoval won’t be present 
when legislators convene in 
Springfield this week for 
the start of a new legislative 
session, but his name is sure 
to be in the air. 

On Monday, the longtime 
Chicago Democrat was 
charged with bribery and 
tax offenses stemming from 
his support of the red-light 
camera industry when he 
served as the powerful head 
of the Senate Transporta- 
tion Committee. 

Prosecutors charged 
Sandoval ina criminal infor- 
mation, an indication that 
he is likely cooperating with 
investigators and intends to 
plead guilty. He is sched- 
uled to be arraigned Tues- 
day in USS. District Court. 

The charges came four 
months after federal agents 
raided Sandoval’s office in 
the State Capitol and 
marked the first public case 
brought in an ongoing in- 
vestigation involving San- 
doval and the southwest 
and west suburbs. 

He’s also the fourth pub- 
lic official to be charged in a 
series of sweeping political 
corruption investigations 
that first came to light 14 
months ago when the FBI 
descended upon the City 
Hall offices of Ald. Edward 
Burke. 

In addition to the red- 
light cameras, the Sandoval 
probe has touched on the 
construction and asphalt in- 
dustry, gambling and ca- 
sinos, lobbyists, transporta- 
tion officials, Common- 
wealth Edison executives 
and even a suburban cigar 
lounge. 

According to the charges, 
Sandoval intended “to be 
influenced and rewarded” 
in connection with his “con- 
tinued support for the oper- 
ation of red-light cameras” 
in Illinois, as well as for 
opposing legislation that 
would have hurt the indus- 


try. 
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IMPEACHMENT OF PRESIDENT TRUMP 


Lawyers b 


a 


‘MANUEL BALCE CENETA/AP 


“John Bolton’s relevance to our decision has become 
increasingly clear,’ GOP Sen. Mitt Romney, of Utah, told 
reporters at the Capitol in Washington on Monday. 


President’s team 
focuses on Bidens, 
Ukraine corruption 


By ERIC TUCKER, 
ZEKE MILLER 

AND LISA MASCARO 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Sena- 
tors faced mounting pres- 
sure Monday to summon 
John Bolton to testify at 
President Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial even as 
Trump’s lawyers brushed 
past extraordinary new alle- 
gations from Trump’s for- 


mer national security ad- 
viser and focused instead on 
corruption in Ukraine and 
historical arguments for ac- 
quittal. 

Outside the Senate 
chamber, Republicans grap- 
pled with claims in a forth- 
coming book from Bolton 
that undercut a key defense 
argument — that Trump 
never tied withholding mili- 
tary aid to Ukraine to his 
demand that the country 
help investigate political ri- 
val Joe Biden. 

The revelation clouded 
White House hopes for a 
swift end to the impeach- 


rush off allegations 


NEW ACCUSATIONS: 
Bolton’s book is a rebuttal 
to Trump’s claims that he 
didn’t hold up Ukraine aid 
for political reasons. 
Nation & World, Page 9 


ment trial, fueling Demo- 
cratic demands for wit- 
nesses and possibly pushing 
more moderate Republican 
lawmakers toward such tes- 
timony. 

It also distracted from 
hours of arguments from 
the Trump legal team, who 
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REMEMBERING A LEGEND 


Amari Fowler, 8, writes a memorial message in chalk outside the United Center on Monday in Chicago. Cars lined up and fans stepped out 
of their vehicles to take photos of the arena lit up in purple and gold. They used chalk to write on the sidewalk, along the walls, wherever 
they could squeeze in a spot to leave messages that read: “Mamba Out,” “Legends Never Die” or simply “I love you” and “Thank you.” 
Before Monday night’s tipoff against the Spurs, the Bulls played a video tribute followed by a 24-second moment of silence. Kobe Bryant, 
his 13-year-old daughter Gianna and seven others were killed Sunday in a helicopter crash. 


Smollett case hovers 
over state’s attorney 
candidates meeting 


Chicago Tribune 
Editorial Board 
queried Democrats 


By LOLLY BOWEAN 
AND GREGORY PRATT 


The four Democrats vy- 
ing for Cook County state’s 
attorney butted heads 
Monday over the best way 
to use the office to ensure 
public safety and tackle 
crime while also pushing 
systemic reforms to help 
vulnerable populations 
during a meeting before 
the Chicago Tribune Edi- 
torial Board. 

But in a wide-ranging 
interview that touched on 
how the candidates would 
use the office to weed out 
government corruption, 
stem improper political in- 
fluence and improve mor- 
ale in the prosecutors of- 
fice, the talk kept coming 
back to Jussie Smollett. 
More than half of the 
hourlong meeting — which 
also touched on transpar- 
ency and campaign fi- 
nance, among other topics 
— centered on current 
State’s Attorney Kim 
Foxx’s handling of the 
Smollett case and why the 
16 charges initially brought 
against him were dropped. 

“This case got special 


treatment because of who 
he was and who he was 
connected to,” Donna 
More, a former prosecutor, 
said of the case, which 
drew intense national at- 
tention. 

“As state’s attorney, you 
are judged by how you 
handle the big cases, 
whether they be violent or 
not. If you blow a big case, 
the public questions your 
judgment,” she said. “It’s 
hard to believe we have a 
sitting state’s attorney that 
herself is under investiga- 
tion.” 

Foxx and her challeng- 
ers inthe March 17 primary 
election — More, former 
Ald. Bob Fioretti and for- 
mer Assistant State’s Attor- 
ney Bill Conway — all sat 
for questioning before the 
Chicago Tribune Editorial 
Board, which operates 
separately from the news- 
room. 

The first-term Foxx is 
seeking reelection amid 
some political turbulence 
brought on by the Smollett 
case, which is currently 
under review by former 
U.S. Attorney Dan Webb, 
who is serving as special 
prosecutor. 

Even as other topics were 
raised, Foxx’s challengers 
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Karina Alvarez, left, and Ambar Marquez, volunteers with the group Mano a Mano Family 
Resource Center, discuss their list of addresses to visit in Round Lake Park on Monday. 


Work to promote census 
in Illinois gets underway 


After slow start, 
some groups still 
await funding 


By ELVIA MALAGÓN 


Armed with a clipboard, 
a script and a phone app, 
three workers from Mano 
a Mano Family Resource 
Center setout on a Chicago 
block to begin the daunting 
task of ensuring every resi- 
dent in Illinois participates 
in the 2020 census. 

They walked up the 


snow-covered steps of an 
apartment building in the 
Pilsen neighborhood and 
stopped those arriving 
home. One of the workers, 
Sandra Diaz, spoke in 
Spanish with the residents, 
hoping households would 
make a pledge to participa- 
te and allow them to fol- 
low-up in March. 

“I feel like the first one is 
the hardest one,” said 
Yessica Diaz, wearing a 
yellow vest with the logo of 
the Illinois Coalition for 
Immigrant and Refugee 


Rights, after one resident 
gave them her contact in- 
formation. 

Another resident, trying 
to calm her two small dogs, 
told Sandra Diaz she 
wanted to fill out the ques- 
tionnaire on a paper form 
but needed help writing. 
The woman gave them her 
phone number — she 
didn’t have an email ad- 
dress — so someone could 
later help her with the 
form. 


Turn to Census, Page 5 


Efforts to fight 
virus expanded 


China extended the Lunar 
New Year holiday in an 
attempt to stop the spread 
of a deadly new illness. 
Nation & World, Page 8 


Fifth Third Bank 
joins campaign 
Bank announced it will 
invest about $20 million 
into mayor’s plan to spur 


business on city’s South 
and West sides. Business 


Grammy Awards 
gets it half right 


Kot: The awards are out 
of touch and the reflection 
of a chronically corrupt 
industry hovered over the 
show Sunday. A+E 


TOM SKILLING’S 
WEATHER 


re High 35 

Keds Low 28 

Complete forecast 
on back of A+E 
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